Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.109; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.3.
In the title compound, [Mn(C 13 H 11 N 4 O 2 ) 2 ], the Mn atom is coordinated in a distorted octahedral manner by pyridyl N atoms, amidrazonato N atoms and carbamoy O atoms from two tridentate N 3 -salicyloylpyridine-2-carboxamidrazonato ligands. N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds result in the formation of two chains, one parallel to the b axis and the other one parallel to the c axis. These two chains are cross-linked, building up layers parallel to the (100) plane.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Van Koningsbruggen et al. (1993 , 1995 ; Li (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Mn(C 13 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Van Koningsbruggen et al., 1995) , this spa ligand is fairly planar, whereas in the title complex it is slighted bent around the central Mn-N bonds, with a dihedral angle of 20.53 (7)° between the two aromatic rings (Fig. 1 ).
Hydrogen bonds N6-H6A···O4 and N3-H3B···O3 forms chain parallel to the b axis ( 
Refinement
H atoms bonded to N and O atoms were located in a difference map and refined with distance restraints, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N,O). Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with U iso (H) = 1.2 times U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of the title compound with the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, y, −z−1/2; (ii) −x+1, −y, −z; (iii) −x+1, y, −z+1/2; (iv) −x+1, −y+1, −z.
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